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Regional Economic Development Strategy

Thursday, July 23, 2026

Hegewald Center, 710 SW Rock Creek Drive, Stevenson, WA

AGENDA: Strategy Intro, Economic and Demographic Data

Time

Agenda Item

8:30 am

9:00 am

9:10 am

9:20 am

9:30 am

9:50 am

10:45 am

11:10 am
11:25 am
11:30 am

Join us for optional networking, coffee, conversation

Welcome Remarks from Skamania County
Introductions of Participants

Overview of Regional Strategy Process

Local Issues/Priorities in the Regional Strategy:
Skamania Economic Development Council, Port of Skamania

Local Data, Regional Trends and Economic Forecasts:
Institute for Policy Research and Engagement, U of O

Discussion: Reaction to the Trends and Forecasts
What trends stood out to you? What do we want to see change?

Roundtable Report Out

Incorporation into Regional Strategy

Adjourn to Tour WKO

Thank you to our Strategy Sponsors:

NW Natural®

Learn more: mcedd.org/ceds

Who

All

Chair Brian Nichols
All

Jessica Metta

EDC, Port

IPRE

Roundtables

Participants

Jessica Metta
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POWERING YOUR GREATNESS
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TOUR DEPARTS AT 11:30 AM

Our Economic Development Strategy is more than the planning sessions. It is a chance to learn more
about the diverse economies and strong communities throughout the region. The community tours
highlight key industries and projects. The ideas and process behind them, the impacts they have had and
the role they play in that particular community are all discussed. This is an opportunity to learn about
our region from the experts: the locals!

Departs at 11:30 from the Hegewald Center

11:30-11:45 Travel to Carson, WA - Carpooling available

11:45-12:45 Tour of WKO’s Mill
WKO, located in Carson, WA. has been in business since 1962. WKO started out as a
logging company, added a veneer mill in 1966 and in 1972 built its first sawmill. Today
WKO operates a modern state of the art sawmill with dry kilns and a planer mill that
specializes in high quality kiln dried dimension lumber and green timbers. WKO
produces over 150 million board feet annually.

12:45 Adjourn






