
 

 
 

Mid-Columbia Regional Economic Development Strategy 
 

Thursday, September 24, 2026  
Goldendale Observatory State Park, 1602 Observatory Dr., Goldendale 

 
AGENDA: Industry Sector Analysis, Economic Resilience 

 
Time Agenda Item Who 

8:30 am Join us for optional networking, coffee, conversation All 

9:00 am Welcome Remarks from Klickitat County Chair Ron Ihrig 

9:05 am Introductions of Participants All 

9:15 am Overview of Regional Strategy Process, Prior Session Recap Jessica Metta 

9:25 am Klickitat County Overview: Local Economic Issues/Priorities County/ Port  

9:40 am Industry Sector Data Analysis, Economic Resilience Indicators:  
Institute for Policy Research and Engagement, U of O 

IPRE 
 

10:25 am Discussion: Key Market Opportunities  Roundtables 

11:00 am Roundtable Report Out Participants 

11:20 am Incorporation into Regional Strategy Jessica Metta 

11:30 am Adjourn to for Optional Lunch/ Tour of Klickitat Valley Health  

 
Thank you to our Strategy Sponsors: 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Learn more: mcedd.org/ceds 



 

  
 

 
 

Mid-Columbia Regional Economic Development Strategy 
 

Thursday, September 24, 2026  
LUNCH/ TOUR DEPARTS AT 11:30 AM 

 
 
Our Economic Development Strategy is more than the 
planning sessions. It is a chance to learn more about the 
diverse economies and strong communities throughout the 
region. The community tours highlight key industries and 

projects. The ideas and process behind them, the impacts they have had and the role they play in 
that particular community are all discussed. This is an opportunity to learn about our region from 
the experts: the locals! 
 
Depart at 11:30 from the Goldendale Observatory 
 
11:30-11:40    Travel to Klickitat Valley Health (KVH) in Goldendale, WA  
 
11:40-1:30    Lunch and Tour of KVH’s Energy Resilience Projects 

KVH is a nonprofit care provider with a staff of 200, operated by Public Hospital 
District #1 of Klickitat County. The tour will focus on KVH’s many energy resilience 
projects, scheduled for phased completion between 2022 and 2027. These include 
microgrid development (solar + battery), ground source heat pump retrofitting, 
central utility plant upgrade, hydrogen fuel cell installation, energy efficiency 
retrofits (lighting, insulation, controls), and 10 electric vehicle (EV) charging 
stations. 


